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REVIEWS 


The American Book of Days; A Com- 
pendium of Information about Holi- 
days, Festivals, Notable Anniversa- 
ries and Christian and Jewish Holy 
Days with Notes on Other American 
Anniversaries Worthy of Remem- 
brance; by George William Douglas; 
rev. by Helen Douglas Compton. 
24cm. New York, The H. W. Wilson 
Co., 1948. c1937 and c1948. xxii, 
697p. illus. cloth $6. 

As a newspaper man, George Wil- 
liam Douglas, who served as associate 
editor and editorial writer on the 
Brooklyn Eagle and the Philadelphia 
Public Ledger, felt the need of such a 
book as this, the first edition of which 
he completed in 1937. After his death, 
his daughter undertook to bring “the 
book up to date, amplifying it with 


copious fresh material.’”—Preface. 

This revised edition describes the 
origin, meaning, and manner of cele- 
bration, when celebration is called for, 
of national and state holidays, religious 
feast and fast days, local events, famous 
events in American history, and birth- 
days of famous Americans. As exam- 
ples there are Thanksgiving, Texas In- 
dependence Day, St. Swithin’s Day, 
Hanukkah or the Festival of Lights, the 
Portland [Oregon] Rose _ Festival, 
birthday of Mark Twain, and Chicago 
Fire Day. 

The material is arranged chrono- 
logically by month and then by day 
with one or more entries to a day. 
Each month is introduced by an attrac- 
tive vignette depicting some event con- 
nected with it, several lines of poetry 
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apropos to the month, and an explana- 
tion of its place in the calendar to- 
gether with the origin and significance 
of its name. In addition to the textual 
material, appendices contain informa- 
tion under the following heads: “Cal- 
endar,” “Days of the Week,” “Rhymes 
of the Days and Seasons,” “Signs of the 
Zodiac,” and a chronological list of 
“Holidays in the United States.” 
According to the advertising, “eighty 
memorable events [chiefly dealing with 
World War II and its leaders] have 
been added and thirty, whose impor- 
tance has dimmed, have been dropped,” 
wherein lies the chief difference be- 
tween the two editions. Such new 
items have been added as “Michigan 
Day,” “V-E Day,” “Feast of Pentecost,” 
“D-Day,” “Panic of 1929,” and “First 
Use of the Atomic Bomb,” and such 
items have been dropped as “Union 
of Church and State in Massachusetts,” 
“Birthday of Mrs. Mary H. Hunt,” “Be- 
ginning of Electric Power,” and the 
“First Law School.” In most cases, the 


value of the material added outweighs 
that of the deletions, but a few doubt- 
ful omissions are “Webster’s Reply to 
Hayne,” the birthdays of Henry M. 


Stanley, John Torrey, and Francis 
Parkman, and the anniversaries of the 
beginnings of the Presbyterian and 
Methodist Churches in America. Some 
of the changes have been made in the 
interest of accuracy and felicity of ex- 
pression. The “First G.A.R. Encamp- 
ment” in the first edition becomes the 
“First National G.A.R. Encampment” 
in the second, and a “Great Real Estate 
Deal” becomes the “Louisiana Pur- 
chase.” Events and people receive ac- 
curate, impartial treatment, and usual- 
ly the amount of space is commensurate 
with their importance. 

Such a book is always vulnerable to 
the inevitable criticism of the events 


selected for inclusion, but The Ameri- 
can Book of Days gives fairly compre- 
hensive and judicious coverage. Never- 
theless, it is surprising to find nothing 
about George Marshall, Omar Bradley, 
Mark Clark, George Patton, James 
Doolittle, Herman Melville, George 
Rogers Clark, George Washington 
Carver, Maundy Thursday, Trinity 
Sunday, and the Tulip Festival at 
Holland, Michigan. 

Some slight differences were noted in 
checking the book with other sources. 
For example, The American Book of 
Days states that the real name of 
“Johnny Appleseed” was John Allen 
(p.539) and stresses the point that 
Franklin Pierce’s name is “pronounced 
Purse” (p.604), which is at variance 
with other sources checked. 

The table of contents and the index 
are adequate guides to the text and 
appendices, but are not without flaws. 
Douglas MacArthur’s Birthday, Janu- 
ary 26, which rates two and one-half 
pages, is omitted from the table of con- 
tents but appears in the index; St. 
Bede’s Day, May 27, receives a page 
and a half in the text, two entries in 
the index, under Bede, Saint and (out 
of alphabetical order) St. Bede’s Day, 
and nothing in the table of contents. 

The index is complete in the sense 
that there are one or more entries for 
every event or person, but not in the 
sense that it covers the textual ma- 
terial in detail. For example, Dr. 
Crawford W. Long is credited with the 
first use of an anesthetic in surgery in 
the article “Ether Day,” October 15, 
but neither his name nor the names of 
five of the other doctors mentioned in 
connection with the first use of ether 
is in the index. A more detailed index 
would bring to light the innumerable 
odd and interesting, but well-hidden, 
bits of information scattered through- 
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out the book, such as why a type of 
fireworks is called a Catherine wheel 
(p.611 in connection with the Feast of 
St. Catherine). Cross references in the 
index and more in the text would be 
helpful; in the index, for example, from 
“anesthetic” or “anesthesia” to “ether.” 

The index does not give inclusive 
paging. The table of contents refers to 
the page on which the account of a 
yarticular day begins. Thus, the page 
reference for the three entries for July 
4 in the table of contents is 367, but 
the “Birthday of Calvin Coolidge,” the 
last of the entries, is on 377. The index 
gives the latter, which is the correct 
paging. Use of the index, then, is im- 
perative for quick and accurate refer- 
ence and to assure the user that infor- 
mation included on the movable feast 
days and holidays is not overlooked. 

Unlike Hazeltine’s Anniversaries and 
Holidays, there are no bibliographies 
or reading lists, but in general, each 
holiday is more fully discussed in The 
American Book of Days, and the latter 
is not totally without documentation, 
as it often includes quotations or source 
references in italics. 

The book is attractively and sturdily 
bound in blue cloth with gold lettering 
on the spine. The margins are ample, 
the press work is good, and the ar- 
rangement of text, heads, subheads, and 
illustrations is most pleasing. 

The revised edition of The American 
Book of Days is recommended for all 
libraries. Because of the importance 
of some of the material omitted from 
the revision, many libraries having the 
first edition will find it desirable to 
make both editions available. 


The American Library Directory, 1948; 
A Classified List of 11,334 Libraries 
with Names of Librarians and Sta- 
tistical Data; comp. under the direc- 


tion of Karl Brown. 25.5cm. New 

York, R. R. Bowker Co., 1948. 73l1p. 

cloth $17.50. 

The contents of this enlarged post- 
war statistical library directory list the 
following eight sections: Libraries in 
the United States; Libraries in the U.S. 
Territories and Dependencies; Libra- 
ries of Canada and Newfoundland; Li- 
brary Schools; Library Organizations; 
State and Provincial Extension Agen- 
cies; Special Collections and Libraries; 
and Index of Memorial Names. In the 
first three sections, which comprise 684 
pages of the book, the names of libra- 
ries and librarians are listed (occa- 
sionally including other top personnel) ; 
information is given in regard to 
branches, stations, volumes, circula- 
tion, income, salaries, book and peri- 
odical expenditures, special collections 
and special subjects covered. The data 
given cover public, college and junior 
college, law, medical, institutional, hos- 
pital, federal, state and special libra- 
ries. In the foreword to the volume it 
is stated that statistics, on the whole, 
came from the libraries themselves and 
represent their last fiscal or calendar 
year; information about smaller public 
libraries was supplied for the most part 
by state agencies; the data for US. 
territories, which were unavailable 
during the war, are new; and the sec- 
tion on Canada and Newfoundland is 
increased with additional data taken 
from the Survey of Libraries in Cana- 
da, 1945-46, issued in 1948 by the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 

The arrangement in the first three 
sections is alphabetical by states of the 
US., territories of the U.S., and by 
provinces of Canada, and under each 
by city (population indicated) with 
entry under name of library. The ma- 
terial is detailed, excellently edited and 
organized, unusually complete, and 
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easily used, especially because of the 
boldface headings, the numerous see 
references, and the supplementary in- 
dexes. Advertisements are interspersed 
in part of the New York pages (recto 
side only) on colored gloss paper. 
Library Schools, Library Organiza- 
tions, and State and Provincial Exten- 
sion Agencies form the next three sec- 
tions of the book. The data primarily 
give the address and administrative 
officer. Information on the libraries of 
these organizations and institutions is 
found in the main geographical lists. 
Indexes to the Special Collections, 
Special Subjects and Special Libraries 
and to Memorial Libraries (e.g., Folger 
Shakespeare Memorial Library) form 
the last two sections of the book. The 
Memorial Names index is arranged by 
surname and is a restored feature 
which was omitted in the last (1945) 
edition. The other indexes are ar- 


ranged primarily by subject. Informa- 
tion on a few libraries is not as up-to- 
date as might have been expected. 


Instances of out of date data occur in 
the list of War Department Libraries 
under District of Columbia. Generally, 
however, the Directory gives up-to- 
date information. The omissions of sta- 
tistics under numerous small public 
libraries is regrettable. A personnel 
index and an indication of size of staffs 
would have been helpful additions, as 
well as the inclusion of an index by 
name of collection, e.g., John G. White 
Collection in Cleveland and Wrenn Li- 
brary at the University of Texas. 

The volume is clearly printed in dou- 
ble columns on a good quality white 
paper. The average trade binding of 
the book is made of green cloth. 

The American Library Directory is 
recommended for purchase by all li- 
braries which need such directory 
information. 


Familiar Quotations; A Collection of 
Passages, Phrases and Proverbs, 
Traced to Their Sources in Ancient 
and Modern Literature; by John 
Bartlett; ed. by Christopher Morley, 
Louella D. Everett, associate ed. 12th 
ed., rev. and enl. 24.5cm. Boston, 
Little, Brown, and Co. 1948. cl882- 
1948. xiii, 1831p. cloth $8. 

It is ninety-four years since John 
Bartlett compiled his first edition of 
Familiar Quotations and laid the foun- 
dations of this well-known reference 
tool. The 12th edition, 1948, is the first 
postwar one to appear. 

The general plan of the 12th edition 
is the same as that followed in earlier 
compilations. The main section is a col- 
lection of quotations of American and 
British origin, from writings and 
speeches. The quotations are arranged 
by author, and the authors are ar- 
ranged chronologically by date of birth, 
beginning with Caedmon in the 7th 
century and ending with Princess 
Elizabeth in the 20th. This is followed 
by 22 pages of addenda; 11 pages of 
passages of unknown authorship; 147 
pages of quotations translated from 
foreign languages; and finally, 32 pages 
of quotations from the Bible, The 
Apocrypha, The Koran, and Book of 
Common Prayer. At the end of each 
quotation the source is given, many 
times with citation of part, stanza, page 
or line, and frequently the date. In the 
case of a speech, radio broadcast, or 
diary the date is given when possible. 

Lack of a table of contents or any 
reference in the preface to the plan 
of arrangement is unfortunate. The 
user must find out this information 
from his own study of the volume. In 
the front appears an alphabetical list 
of the authors quoted. The index to 
quotations at the back is full and de- 
tailed. A number of quotations were 
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checked and found to be entered under 
several clues. For example, “Praise the 
Lord and Pass the Ammunition” is 
entered under praise, Lord, pass, am- 
munition. Allusions in footnotes are 
indexed in this edition. 

In the preface we are told that the 
12th edition was revised and enlarged 
in all sections from the period begin- 
ning immediately after Kipling. “The 
main text to page 787 stands identical 
with the 1937 issue. Thenceonward it 
is entirely re-edited.” This claim is 
fully substantiated since 492 new 
authors have been added, 13 ‘dropped. 
A survey of the 492 names shows them 
to be widely representative of the mod- 
ern world. Writers, politicians, soldiers, 
in fact, public figures of all kinds, both 
famous and infamous, have been taken 
into account impartially and thorough- 
ly. A wide, full choice has been made 
of quotations associated with the war. 
Entries under Franklin D. Roosevelt 
were increased from 12 in the 1937 edi- 
tion to 34. Churchill, not listed at all 
in 1937, is represented by 60 entries. 

Selections from authors listed in the 
11th edition have also been revised. A 
sampling of 50 authors living or who 
have died since 1937 reveals 165 new 
quotations added and 50 dropped. The 
addenda has been increased by 12 
pages, the section “Unknown Author- 
ship” by 2, with 34 quotations added 
and 9 omitted. There are 10 added 
pages of translations with 39 new 
authors. From these samples it ap- 
pears that the 12th edition has been 
revised and enlarged with thorough- 
ness and care. 

It is regrettable that the addenda of 
quotations not found in earlier edi- 
tions and which would logically belong 
in the first 787 pages could not have 
been incorporated into the main sec- 
tion. Among these are quotations such 


as “For whom the bell tolls.” The edi- 
tors make it clear in the preface that 
this was necessary, since no change was 
to be made in the main section from 
the beginning to Kipling. 

The quality of the format is excel- 
lent, the type clear, the binding strong, 
and the back so flexible that the book 
opens easily and lies flat at any page. 
The inner margins might have been: 
wider. Their narrowness, especially in 
the index, will make rebinding a prob- 
lem. 

Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations has al- 
ways been a standard reference tool 
and the 12th edition is no exception. 
Because of its careful revision and en- 
largement, it is recommended for pub- 
lic, college and school libraries. 


Webster’s Complete Reference Diction- 
ary and Encyclopedia; A Compre- 
hensive Book of Knowledge and In- 
formation, New, [Illustrated Text, 
Concise, Compact, with Full Page 
Color Illustrations and Atlas Maps; 
comp. and ed. under the supervision 
of Joseph Devlin. 27cm. Cleveland 
and New York, The World Publish- 
ing Co., 1949. 1942-1948. 1278p. 
illus. plates. ports. maps. tables. cloth 
various prices $2.95 to $6.98. 

The preface of this one-volume dic- 
tionary and encyclopedia is signed by 
“The Publishers,” and states that “The 
reader who wishes to select one refer- 
ence book to help him in all phases of 
research work will find that this vol- 
ume will fill his requirements.” Joseph 
Devlin, the editor, was also editor of 
Webster’s New World Dictionary (re- 
viewed in Subscription Books Bulletin 
January 1936) and reviser of Webster’s 
Universities Dictionary of the English 
Language (Subscription Books Bulletin 
October 1941). 

The volume is sold under different 
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plans and for varying prices. The 
regular price is usually marked $6.95 or 
$6.98. Some stores sell it on a premium 
basis, $2.95 cash with purchases of 
$2.50; it is also advertised for direct sale 
with five day free examination for 
$4.98 plus 35c postage; in each case the 
actual cost is about $5.35. A deluxe 
edition ($7.98 value according to the 
publisher) is sold for $5.98 plus postage. 

The dictionary of approximately 60,- 
000 words comprises the first 626 pages 
of the volume. According to the pref- 
ace, the dictionary proper is planned to 
include the “useful and the necessary,” 
to eliminate, as much as possible, obso- 
lete words and to ignore obscure mean- 
ings of common words. Examination 
shows that this policy has been adhered 
to. Stress, laid upon its modernity, has 
not been maintained in a number of in- 
stances; i.e., the definitions of monitor 
do not include its use in radio, and the 
words airport, palomino, quisling, Com- 
intern, video do not appear. 

Each entry gives pronunciation, part 
of speech and brief definition. No 
derivations, no syllabication and no in- 
flected forms such as principal parts, 
plurals or comparisons are given. The 
pronunciation system of using dia- 
critical marks and some phonetic re- 
spelling is not always satisfactory. It is 
often necessary to refer to words above 
for the pronunciation and sometimes 
that is misleading; e.g., Illicium 
“(/i-um)” does not make clear whether 
the second syllable is pronounced lis 
or lik. Different meanings are separated 
by semicolons, but have no explanatory 
words to indicate the fields of knowl- 
edge; definitions for all parts of speech 
with the same spelling are included in 
one entry; related words and phrases 
appear as separate entries, e.g., hunger, 
hunger strike, hungrily. No illustrative 
phrases nor examples of usage were 


noticed. The dictionary proper seems 
adequate only for the most elementary 
use. It is too superficial for the student 
because it lacks such important features 
as division of words into syllables, in- 
flected forms that are irregular, clear 
distinction of definitions in different 
fields, and derivations. 

The dictionary is followed by 68 
pages made up of five special sections 
on word usage: American slang, syno- 
nyms and antonyms, foreign words and 
phrases, important technical terms in 
music, common medical words and 
terms. A handier reference book would 
have resulted if all of these sections 
could have been included in the regular 
dictionary with clear indication of the 
field of knowledge defined in each case. 

The same lack of scholarship and 
precise distinctions which is found in 
the dictionary is also apparent in the 
encyclopedia, which occupies about the 
last half of the volume and is made up 
of many different sections. Twenty-two 
pages of geographical information are 
included: data about United States 
cities of 5,000 and over, and principal 
cities of Canada and of foreign coun- 
tries; 16 unnumbered pages of colored 
maps, including those of each continent 
and of some important nations; and a 
pronouncing gazetteer of chief geo- 
graphical divisions. There is a 66 page 
chart showing comparative history of 
the world from 5000 B.C. to 1946 and a 
24 page section on the second World 
War. The geographical sections, the 
chart of world history and the account 
of World War II are satisfactory, except 
that the gazetteer is disappointing. It 
includes only the chief geographical 
divisions such as countries, states, some 
island groups, and protectorates; no 
entries for cities, mountains, rivers or 
other bodies of water appear. 

A pronouncing encyclopedia of biog- 
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raphy (102 pages) gives birth and 
death dates and very brief identification 
for about 8,000 persons. Emphasis 
seems to be upon persons of the nine- 
teenth and twentieth centuries, though 
many of other periods are included; no 
Biblical characters were noticed. 

Also included in the encyclopedia 
section of the book are a guide to 
English grammar (49 pages); a survey 
of English and American literature (29 
pages); a student’s guide to literary 
appreciation (74 pages); 155 pages 
comprising a business manual and an 
office worker’s manual and guide; and 
23 pages about documents and laws 
of our government, including postal 
information. Miscellaneous information 
(41 pages), including a practical guide 
to botany, time differences throughout 
the world, etc., is also given. Much data 
that is useful is included, though some 
portions, such as postal information, are 
far out of date. 

Many illustrations in the dictionary 
examined are too dark and indistinct. In 
some of the mathematical diagrams 
(e.g., incidence) the letters are so 
blurred that the drawing loses value. 
There are three groups of plates, six- 
teen pages in each group. The first, in 
color, including state flags, plants, 
precious stones, etc., are well-chosen 
but poorly reproduced and are lo- 
cated in the letter n portion of the 
dictionary proper for no apparent 
reason. Colors in some of the state flags 
are inaccurate and designs not distinct. 
The second group of plates, also 
colored, precedes the gazetteer section 
and consists of the maps referred to 
above. The third group, black and 
white photographs, found after the 
English grammar section and preceding 
the literature section, depicts forms of 
transportation, manufacturing, crafts, 
etc., and are more satisfactory than 


the first group. The table of contents 
refers to Atlas maps but not to other 
plates. No reference to the latter could 
be found in the text. 

There is a thumb index for each two 
letters in the dictionary and for most 
of the divisions of the encyclopedia; the 
latter has no index. Dictionary sections 
are printed in three-column pages, in, 
small but clear type, with entry words 
in blackface type. Other parts of the 
book, written in essay style, are in two 
columns. The paper is yellow and of 
poor quality. The red cloth binding 
with gold stamping is attractive but 
does not appear to be very durable. 

Though the title page notes that this 
Dictionary is not connected with the 
original Webster’s publishers or its 
successors, the use of the name Webster 
in the title is, nevertheless, misleading. 
The work under review contains in one 
volume a great deal of miscellaneous 
information needed by school children 
and adults, but the dictionary proper is 
too superficial to be of more than ele- 
mentary use and the volume certainly 
will not be adequate “in all phases of 
research work.” This printing of 
Webster’s Complete Reference Diction- 
ary and Encyclopedia is not recom- 
mended. 


Woman’s Home Companion Household 
Book; Equipping a Home—Room Ar- 
rangement and Decoration — Slip- 
covering, Upholstering—Housekeep- 
ing—Maintenance and Repair; ed. by 
Henry Humphrey. 22cm. xiii, 929 p. 
illus. plates. diagrams. N.Y., P. F. 
Collier & Son Corp., 1948. fabrikoid 
$5.70; Garden City, Doubleday and 
Co., 1949. cloth $4.95. 

According to the editor’s foreword, 
this book was planned several years 
ago to fill the need for a book dealing 
comprehensively with home mainte- 
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nance and repair with the aim of 
“emancipating the reader from com- 
plete dependence on the repairman.” 
The present volume has this aim and, 
according to the editor, has far ex- 
tended the original plan and now, 
“Combined with the simple objective of 
maintaining the home as an efficient 
shelter are useful directives to creative 
expression which make this a well- 
rounded book for both women and 
men.”—Foreword. Thus, the reader will 
find chapters on “Principles of 
Room Arrangement,” “Summer Liv- 
ing,” “Laundering and Dry Cleaning,” 
as well as “How to Paint and Refinish,” 
“Home Workshop,” “Household Pest 
Control,” “Plumbing,” “Electricity and 
Gas,” and “Maintenance and Repair.” 
Other chapters treat of more limited 
subjects such as “Lampshades,” “Bed- 
spreads .. .,” “Knitting, Tatting and 
Crocheting,” and “Spots and Stains.” 
The details are clear and concise and 
the instructions from both the “how-to- 
do-it” and the repair angles are easy 
to follow. The three hundred line 
drawings are distinct and are fully in- 
tegrated in the text. Some full-page 
plates are in color. They are pleasing 
and clear-cut. Although a few of the 
full-page plates are somewhat sep- 
arated from their text, their captions 
are self-explanatory. 

The editor’s eighteen years’ experi- 
ence with homemaking magazines 
qualifies him for the editorship of this 
volume. He has been editor of House 
and Garden and managing editor of the 
American Home. 

The table of contents lists the 31 
chapter headings with no subdivisions 
indicated. However, the Household 
Book is supplied with a good index, 
listing subjects under broad as well as 
specific headings. For example, there 
is a broad heading, Pests, household, 


habits and control, with subdivisions 
for Ants, Bedbugs, etc., but the reader 
will also find several references under 
the heading Ants, with subdivisions 
such as Control, Habits, etc. There are 
few cross references in the index, the 
only one in the A’s being Absorbents, 
see Spot removal. While additional 
cross references would be useful, the 
index, as a rule, provides easy access to 
the information desired. There are 
numerous cross references incorporated 
in the text, usually to illustrations and 
additional or related material. 

The format is generally satisfactory. 
Print is large and well-spaced on good 
paper. Inside margins are somewhat 
narrow. The Doubleday edition is 
bound in a flowered cloth, which is 
attractive but will soil easily. The Col- 
lier edition, bound in a sturdy blue 
fabrikoid, seems to be identical with 
the former, except for binding and 
price. 

The Woman's Home Companion 
Household Book compares favorably 
with other books of this type, such as 
America’s Housekeeping Book and 
Pace’s The Complete Home Encyclo- 
pedia. Of unique interest in the House- 
hold Book is an entire chapter on 
“Special Decorating Problems,” which 
deals with architectural difficulties to 
be overcome in decorating, and the 
chapter on the “Home Workshop,” 
which includes instructions for making 
several simple and useful pieces of 
furniture. An omission that might be 
questioned is that of any information 
about poison antidotes in the chapter 
on “Safety First.” 

The Woman’s Home Companion 
Household Book is a comprehensive, 
well-organized and up-to-date refer- 
ence book, useful for the experienced as 
well as the inexperienced householder. 
It is recommended. 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 








Dot LE eg Fae ed et ed et et ee 


bee 


mas. 


tiie fi « ML « a. ee one ee el 


le Ss Dw te! 





